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Local Unemployment Crisis 

The local area unemployment crisis 

For more information on public policies affecting 

entry-level labor markets, visit www.EPIonline.org.

As the economic downturn of 2002 progressed, more
local communities across the country slid into persist-
ent unemployment. Unemployment rose in hundreds
of counties and cities, with unemployment rates rang-
ing from 9% to 25%. As the American economy 
continues to limp towards recovery, residents in these
most depressed areas will be particularly hard hit 
by unemployment.  

This study identifies 397
cities, counties, and metropol-
itan statistical areas (each
with a population of at least
10,000) experiencing unem-
ployment rates that are 9.0%
or above. The results of this
study are based on annual
average unemployment rates
from 2002. Since 2001, 
an additional 121 localities
slipped into the “high unem-
ployment” category. This 
follows a disturbing trend,
where over 200 localities
have fallen into high unem-
ployment since the year 2000.

For the nation as a whole,
unemployment rose from
4.7% to 5.8% on average
between 2001 and 2002.
Since the 1940s, the national annual unemployment rate
has averaged over 9% only twice, in 1982 and 1983, and
has not averaged above 8% since.  Recently, the country
has experienced a significant increase in unemployment at
the national level.  Since the beginning of 2003, unem-
ployment has increased from 5.7% to 6.4%.  These local
communities have borne the brunt of this national
increase.  In some of these areas, nearly 1 in 4 members
of the labor force are unable to find work, creating signif-
icant hardships for many Americans.

Policy Implications

The 397 localities discussed in this report are having
extreme difficulty keeping many citizens productively
employed. While national unemployment is often the
focus of elected officials in Washington, these pockets of
economic distress are also vitally important.  When lead-

ers take a “one size fits all”
approach to labor policies, they
ignore the over 26 million
Americans that are currently
living in communities suffer-
ing under the burden of high
unemployment.  The counties
and cities cited here could suf-
fer enormous economic dam-
age if the federal government
implements policies that lack
the flexibility needed to deal
with local and regional eco-
nomic variations.

Policymakers in Washington
are not the only elected offi-
cials who must be wary 
of local economic conditions.
State officials must also 
consider the situations in
these localities before passing
inflexible regulations on labor
markets across the state. In

2003, Illinois increased its statewide minimum wage by
26%, despite the fact that nearly 1 million citizens lived
in localities with average annual unemployment rates of
over 9%.  In addition, 24 other states considered raising
their minimum wages during the 2001 legislative ses-
sion. Before passing any of these wage mandates,
responsible state legislators must consider the possible
effect on residents in these locally depressed areas.  
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MAVERICK COUNTY ....TX ............47,297 ............25.3

YUMA MSA ..................AZ ..........135,614 ............23.8

WEBSTER COUNTY ......MS............10,294 ............22.5

HIGHLAND CITY ..........MI............16,746 ............20.1

LUNA COUNTY ..........NM............25,016 ............19.4

STARR COUNTY ............TX............53,597 ............19.3

IMPERIAL COUNTY ......CA..........142,361 ............19.2

COLUSA COUNTY........CA............18,804 ............18.3

PORTERVILLE CITY ......CA ..........40,025 ............18.3

WILLACY COUNTY ......TX ..........20,082 ............17.8

WASHINGTON CO. ......AL............18,097 ............17.1

HOLMES COUNTY ......MS............21,609 ............16.8

ROLETTE COUNTY ......ND............13,674 ............16.5

CAMDEN CITY ..............NJ ..........79,904 ............16.3

MARTINSVILLE CO. ........VA ............15,416 ............16.1

ZAVALA COUNTY ........TX............11,600 ............15.8

VISALIA-TULARE-
PORTERVILLE MSA ......CA ........358,470 ............15.4

CLARKE COUNTY ........MS ............17,955 ............15.3

REEVES COUNTY ..........TX ............13,137 ............15.3

DICKENSON COUNTY ..VA............16,395 ............14.9

FLINT CITY ....................MI..........124,939 ............14.7

BIG HORN COUNTY ....MT............12,671 ............14.7

KINGS COUNTY............CA..........129,461 ............14.5

EAST CLEVELAND CITY..OH ............27,217 ............14.5

WILLIAMSBURG CO. ....SC ............37,217 ............14.4

MORGAN COUNTY ....OH............14,897 ............14.3

KLICKITAT COUNTY ....WA ............19,161 ............14.3

MERCED MSA ..............CA..........200,746 ............14.3

LAWRENCE CITY ........MA ..........72,043 ............14.1

NEWTON COUNTY ......TX............15,072 ............14.1

FRESNO MSA................CA ........879,829 ............14.1

BETHEL COUNTY ..........AK............16,006 ............13.9

DALLAS COUNTY..........AL ..........46,365 ............13.9

WILCOX COUNTY ........AL ............13,183 ............13.9

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY AZ............38,381 ............13.9

MARION COUNTY........SC ..........35,466 ............13.9

SOCORRO CITY ............TX ............27,840 ............13.9

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY....AR ............51,979 ............13.7

WEST CARROLL PARISH..LA ............12,314 ............13.7

PERRY COUNTY ............AL ............11,861 ............13.6

GILROY CITY ................CA............41,587 ............13.6

SALINAS CITY ..............CA..........150,724 ............13.6

GARY CITY ....................IN..........102,746 ............13.6

CHICKASAW CO. ........MS............19,440 ............13.6

FORT PIERCE CITY ........FL ............37,489 ............13.5

APACHE COUNTY ........AZ ..........69,423 ............13.4

CHESTER COUNTY........SC ..........34,068 ............13.4

YUBA CITY MSA ..........CA..........138,030 ............13.4

HENRY COUNTY ..........VA............57,930 ............13.3

MCALLEN-EDINBURG-
MISSION MSA..............TX ........534,907 ............13.3

COMPTON CITY ..........CA ..........93,226 ............13.2

SUNFLOWER CO. ........MS ..........34,369 ............13.2

WASHINGTON CO. ......MS............62,977 ............13.2

YUBA COUNTY ............CA............60,219 ............13.1

MAGOFFIN COUNTY....KY............13,332 ............13.0

PONTIAC CITY ..............MI............66,337 ............13.0

MONTGOMERY CO. ....MS ............12,189 ............13.0

YANCEY COUNTY ........NC ............17,774 ............13.0

CLEVELAND COUNTY..NC ..........96,287 ............12.9

MARLBORO COUNTY ..SC............28,818 ............12.9

FRANKLIN COUNTY ......AL............31,223 ............12.8

RICHMOND COUNTY..NC ..........46,564 ............12.8

Counties and cities with populations greater than
10,000 and unemployment rates 9% or more
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HICKORY CITY..............NC ............37,511 ............12.8

MADERA COUNTY ......CA ..........123,109 ............12.7

LOWNDES COUNTY ....AL............13,473 ............12.6

HUMPHREYS CO. ........MS............11,206 ............12.6

NOXUBEE COUNTY ....MS............12,548 ............12.6

WINSTON COUNTY ....MS............20,160 ............12.6

EDGECOMBE CO. ........NC ..........55,606 ............12.6

MATAGORDA CO. ........TX ............37,957 ............12.6

EAST PALO ALTO CITY ..CA ..........29,450 ............12.5

MASON COUNTY ........MI............28,274 ............12.5

CLEVELAND CITY ........OH ........478,403 ............12.5

PORT ARTHUR CITY ....TX............57,756 ............12.5

BELL GARDENS CITY ....CA ..........44,054 ............12.4

MONTMORENCY CO. ..MI............10,315 ............12.4

VANCE COUNTY ..........NC ..........42,954 ............12.4

UNION COUNTY ..........SC............29,881 ............12.4

SABINE COUNTY ..........TX............10,469 ............12.4

GREENE COUNTY ........GA............14,406 ............12.3

NEWARK CITY ..............NJ ........273,546 ............12.3

YOUNGSTOWN CITY ..OH ..........82,026 ............12.3

SAN JUAN CITY ............TX ............26,107 ............12.3

EAST SAINT LOUIS CITY....IL............31,542 ............12.2

GRANT COUNTY ........NM............31,002 ............12.2

PASCO CITY ................WA ............31,976 ............12.2

CONCORDIA CO...........LA............20,247 ............12.1

SAGINAW CITY ............MI............61,842 ............12.1

CLAY COUNTY ............MS............21,979 ............12.1

CARROLL COUNTY ......TN............29,475 ............12.1

MORGAN COUNTY......TN............19,757 ............12.1

PATRICK COUNTY ........VA............19,407 ............12.1

KENAI PENINSULA 
BOROUGH ..................AK............49,691 ............12.0

GLENN COUNTY ..........CA ..........26,453 ............12.0

MADISON COUNTY......LA............13,728 ............12.0

WAYNE COUNTY........MO............13,259 ............12.0

HALIFAX COUNTY........NC ............57,370 ............12.0

MITCHELL COUNTY ....NC............15,687 ............12.0

VINTON COUNTY........OH............12,806 ............12.0

SCOTT COUNTY ..........TN ............21,127 ............12.0

KANKAKEE CITY..............IL ............27,491 ............11.9

DETROIT CITY ..............MI ..........951,270 ............11.9

ROBESON COUNTY ....NC..........123,339 ............11.9

ADAMS COUNTY ........OH............27,330 ............11.9

MASON COUNTY ......WV ..........25,957 ............11.9

HUNTINGTON PARK CITY..CA ............61,370 ............11.8

MECKLENBURG CO. ....VA ..........32,380 ............11.8

RACINE CITY ................WI............81,827 ............11.8

VALDEZ-CORDOVA CO...AK ............10,195 ............11.7

TELFAIR COUNTY ........GA............11,794 ............11.7

HARVEY CITY..................IL ..........30,000 ............11.7

KINSTON CITY..............NC............23,818 ............11.7

PERTH AMBOY CITY ....NJ ............47,303 ............11.7

FAIRFIELD COUNTY ......SC ..........23,454 ............11.7
BROWNSVILLE CITY......TX..........140,075 ............11.7

BAKERSFIELD MSA........CA ........642,495 ............11.7

BOLIVAR COUNTY ......MS ..........40,633 ............11.6

CLAIBORNE COUNTY ..MS ............11,831 ............11.6

PATERSON CITY ............NJ..........149,222 ............11.6

EVERETT CITY ..............WA............91,290 ............11.6

LYNWOOD CITY ..........CA ..........69,899 ............11.5

CERES CITY ..................CA ..........34,534 ............11.5

SHOSHONE COUNTY....ID............13,771 ............11.5

EAST CHICAGO CITY ....IN............32,414 ............11.5

DOUGLAS COUNTY ..MO............13,084 ............11.5

LINCOLN COUNTY ......MT............18,837 ............11.5

PASSAIC CITY ................NJ ............67,861 ............11.5

BERLIN CITY ................NH............10,331 ............11.5

BELL CITY......................CA ..........36,667 ............11.4

MOREHOUSE CO. ........LA ............31,021 ............11.4

ATLANTIC CITY..............NJ ............40,517 ............11.4

MODESTO MSA ..........CA ........436,790 ............11.4

BULLOCK COUNTY ......AL ............11,714 ............11.3

ANNISTON CITY............AL ............24,276 ............11.3

MAYWOOD CITY ........CA ..........28,083 ............11.3

Local Unemployment Crisis 
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MAYWOOD CITY ..........IL ..........26,987 ............11.3

CHEBOYGAN CO...........MI ..........26,448 ............11.3

PRESQUE ISLE CO. ........MI ............14,411 ............11.3

LEFLORE COUNTY ......MS ............37,947 ............11.3

TALLAHATCHIE CO. ....MS............14,903 ............11.3

RUTHERFORD CO. ......NC ..........62,899 ............11.3

MEIGS COUNTY ..........OH............23,072 ............11.3

LONGVIEW CITY ........WA ..........34,804 ............11.3

LINCOLN COUNTY......WV............22,108 ............11.3

CHOCTAW COUNTY ....AL............15,922 ............11.2

FRANKLIN COUNTY......LA............21,263 ............11.2

WILKINSON COUNTY..MS............10,312 ............11.2

NIAGARA FALLS CITY ..NY ..........55,677 ............11.2

DIMMIT COUNTY ........TX............10,248 ............11.2

JASPER COUNTY ..........TX ..........35,604 ............11.2

HALIFAX COUNTY ........VA............37,355 ............11.2

ROANE COUNTY ........WV............15,446 ............11.2

MIAMI CITY ..................FL ........362,563 ............11.1

DANVILLE CITY ..............IL ..........33,904 ............11.1

MOUNT MORRIS 
TOWNSHIP ..................MI............23,831 ............11.1

PANOLA COUNTY ......MS............34,274 ............11.1

QUITMAN COUNTY ....MS ............10,117 ............11.1

MCDOWELL CO...........NC ............42,151 ............11.1

CLAY COUNTY ............WV............10,330 ............11.1

NORTH CHICAGO CITY....IL............35,918 ............11.0

MONROE COUNTY ....MS............38,014 ............11.0

ANSON COUNTY ........NC............25,275 ............11.0

MCKINNEY CITY............TX ..........54,384 ............11.0

CHICOT COUNTY ........AR ............14,117 ............10.9

BELLEVILLE CITY ............IL ............41,410 ............10.9

RICHLAND COUNTY ....LA............20,981 ............10.9

LAKEWOOD CITY ......WA............58,317 ............10.9

MONROE COUNTY ......AL............24,324 ............10.8

NAVAJO COUNTY ........AZ ............97,470 ............10.8

HENDRY COUNTY ........FL............36,210 ............10.8

UPSON COUNTY..........GA ............27,597 ............10.8

RUSSELL COUNTY ........KY............16,315 ............10.8

DE SOTO PARISH ..........LA ..........25,494 ............10.8

ST. JAMES PARISH ........LA ............21,216 ............10.8

KEMPER COUNTY ........MS............10,453 ............10.8

COWLITZ COUNTY ....WA ..........92,948 ............10.8

BIBB COUNTY................AL ..........20,826 ............10.7

HALE COUNTY..............AL ............17,185 ............10.7

WYANDOTTE CO. ........KS ..........157,882 ............10.7

TRENTON CITY..............NJ ..........85,258 ............10.7

MINGO COUNTY ........WV ..........28,253 ............10.7

SUMTER COUNTY ........AL............14,798 ............10.6

PHILLIPS COUNTY ........AR ..........26,445 ............10.6

AVONDALE CITY ..........AZ ..........35,802 ............10.6

TRINITY COUNTY ........CA............13,022 ............10.6

JEFF DAVIS COUNTY....GA............12,684 ............10.6

JEFFERSON COUNTY ..GA ............17,266 ............10.6

BIENVILLE COUNTY ......LA............15,752 ............10.6

DESHA COUNTY ..........AR............15,341 ............10.5

SAN PABLO CITY ..........CA ............30,121 ............10.5

CARTER COUNTY ........KY ..........26,889 ............10.5

MCCREARY COUNTY ..KY ............17,080 ............10.5

CATAHOULA COUNTY LA............10,920 ............10.5

STONE COUNTY ........MO ..........28,658 ............10.5

COAHOMA COUNTY ..MS ..........30,622 ............10.5

WAYNE COUNTY ........MS ............21,216 ............10.5

NORTHAMPTON CO. ..NC ..........22,086 ............10.5

DUVAL COUNTY ..........TX ............13,120 ............10.5

BELOIT CITY..................WI ..........35,653 ............10.5

MARION COUNTY ........IL ............41,691 ............10.4

LEWIS COUNTY ............KY............14,092 ............10.4

IOSCO COUNTY ..........MI ............27,339 ............10.4

CHEROKEE COUNTY....NC............24,298 ............10.4

WILSON CITY ..............NC ..........44,308 ............10.4

ELIZABETH CITY ............NJ..........120,568 ............10.4

COLUMBIA COUNTY ..OR ..........43,560 ............10.4

LAURENS COUNTY ......SC ..........69,567 ............10.4

SALINAS MSA ..............CA..........371,756 ............10.4

Local Unemployment Crisis 
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FAYETTE COUNTY ........AL............18,495 ............10.3

RIVIERA BEACH CITY ....FL............30,414 ............10.3

BUTLER COUNTY..........KY............13,010 ............10.3

TISHOMINGO CO. ......MS ............19,163 ............10.3

BEAUFORT COUNTY....NC ..........44,958 ............10.3

ELMIRA CITY ................NY ..........30,940 ............10.3

CROOK COUNTY ........OR ............19,182 ............10.3

GREENWOOD CO.........SC............66,271 ............10.3

HAYWOOD COUNTY ..TN............19,797 ............10.3

TYLER COUNTY ............TX............20,871 ............10.3

BRAXTON COUNTY ....WV............14,702 ............10.3

YAKIMA MSA ..............WA ........220,785 ............10.3

KETCHIKAN GATEWAY 
BOROUGH ..................AK............14,070 ............10.2

COOSA COUNTY..........AL............12,202 ............10.2

WINSTON COUNTY......AL............24,843 ............10.2

MODESTO CITY ..........CA ........189,460 ............10.2

MONROE CITY ............NC ..........25,953 ............10.2

LIMA CITY....................OH............40,081 ............10.2

LORAIN CITY ..............OH ..........68,652 ............10.2

HUNTINGDON CO. ......PA ..........45,586 ............10.2

ORANGEBURG CO. ......SC............91,582 ............10.2

LAUDERDALE CO. ........TN ............27,101 ............10.2

FLORENCE MSA ............AL..........136,879 ............10.2

KODIAK ISLAND 
BOROUGH ..................AK ............13,913 ............10.1

DOLTON CITY ................IL ............25,614 ............10.1

CLAY COUNTY..............KY............24,556 ............10.1

PORT HURON CITY ......MI ..........32,363 ............10.1

IRON COUNTY ..........MO............10,697 ............10.1

PEMISCOT COUNTY ..MO............20,047 ............10.1

WASHINGTON CO. ....MO ..........23,344 ............10.1

GEORGE COUNTY ......MS ............19,144 ............10.1

COLUMBUS COUNTY ..NC............54,749 ............10.1

UNION CITY ..................NJ............67,088 ............10.1

MORROW COUNTY ....OR............10,995 ............10.1

LAWRENCE COUNTY ..TN ..........39,926 ............10.1

WENATCHEE CITY ......WA ..........28,098 ............10.1

BROWNSVILLE-HARLINGEN-
SAN BENITO MSA..........TX ..........329,131 ............10.1

LAMAR COUNTY ..........AL............15,904 ............10.0

SAN BENITO CO. ..........CA ..........53,234 ............10.0

TURLOCK CITY ............CA ..........55,488 ............10.0

SOUTH GATE CITY ......CA............96,418 ............10.0

CHICAGO HEIGHTS CITY..IL............32,776 ............10.0

FREEPORT CITY ..............IL ..........26,443 ............10.0

ROCKFORD CITY............IL ..........150,115 ............10.0

WARREN COUNTY ......NC............19,972 ............10.0

JERSEY CITY ..................NJ..........240,055 ............10.0

ROCHESTER CITY ........NY..........219,766 ............10.0

WARREN CITY..............OH ..........46,832 ............10.0

GEORGETOWN CO. ......SC............55,797 ............10.0

LEWIS COUNTY ............TN............11,367 ............10.0

STEVENS COUNTY ......WA ..........40,066 ............10.0

MCDOWELL CO. ........WV............27,329 ............10.0

STOCKTON-LODI MSA....CA..........563,183 ............10.0

CICERO CITY ..................IL ............85,616 ..............9.9

HARLAN COUNTY ........KY ..........33,202 ..............9.9

MORGAN COUNTY ......KY............13,948 ..............9.9

JEFFERSON DAVIS CO. ..MS............13,962 ..............9.9

GLACIER COUNTY ......MT ............13,247 ..............9.9

SCOTLAND COUNTY ..NC ..........35,998 ..............9.9

ORANGE COUNTY........TX ..........84,966 ..............9.9

TOOELE COUNTY ........UT ..........40,735 ..............9.9

OKANOGAN CO. ........WA ..........39,564 ..............9.9

POLK COUNTY ............AR ..........20,229 ..............9.8

PINE BLUFF CITY ..........AR............54,618 ..............9.8

SISKIYOU COUNTY ......CA ..........44,301 ..............9.8

RICHMOND CITY ........CA............99,716 ..............9.8

APPLING COUNTY ......GA ............17,419 ..............9.8

TERRELL COUNTY ........GA............10,970 ..............9.8

GEM COUNTY ..............ID ............15,181 ..............9.8

DECATUR CITY ..............IL............81,860 ..............9.8

MARSHALL CO.............MS ..........34,993 ..............9.8

Local Unemployment Crisis 
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WASCO COUNTY ........OR............23,791 ..............9.8

EMERY COUNTY ..........UT............10,860 ..............9.8

ADAMS COUNTY ........WA............16,428 ..............9.8

JUNEAU COUNTY ........WI ............24,316 ..............9.8

PICKENS COUNTY ........AL ..........20,949 ..............9.7

PAYETTE COUNTY ........ID ..........20,578 ..............9.7

CARPENTERSVILLE CITY ....IL ..........30,586 ..............9.7

ORANGE COUNTY ........IN............19,306 ..............9.7

WEBSTER COUNTY ......LA ............41,831 ..............9.7

ALCONA COUNTY........MI ............11,719 ..............9.7

ARENAC COUNTY ........MI ............17,269 ..............9.7

NEW MADRID CO. ....MO............19,760 ..............9.7

EAST ORANGE CITY ......NJ ..........69,904 ..............9.7

NORTH LAS VEGAS CITY .NV..........115,488 ..............9.7

BUFFALO CITY..............NY ........292,648 ..............9.7

LINN COUNTY..............OR ........103,069 ..............9.7

CALHOUN COUNTY ....TX............20,647 ..............9.7

MORRIS COUNTY ........TX............13,048 ..............9.7

BREMERTON CITY ......WA............37,054 ..............9.7

BOONE COUNTY ........WV ..........25,535 ..............9.7

BUTLER COUNTY ..........AL............21,399 ..............9.6

POINSETT COUNTY......AR............25,614 ..............9.6

BANNING CITY ............CA ..........23,443 ..............9.6

HANCOCK COUNTY ....GA............10,076 ..............9.6

MICHIGAN CITY ............IN ..........32,822 ..............9.6

BREATHITT COUNTY ....KY ............16,100 ..............9.6

BURTON CITY ..............MI ..........30,308 ..............9.6

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ....MO..........348,189 ..............9.6

ASHE COUNTY ............NC............24,384 ..............9.6

CAPE MAY COUNTY ....NJ ........102,326 ..............9.6

DAYTON CITY..............OH ..........166,179 ..............9.6

READING CITY ..............PA............81,201 ..............9.6

GALVESTON CITY..........TX ............57,186 ..............9.6

GRANT COUNTY ........WA............74,698 ..............9.6

MILWAUKEE CITY ........WI ........596,956 ..............9.6

IDAHO COUNTY............ID ............15,511 ..............9.5

GLADWIN COUNTY......MI ..........26,023 ..............9.5

LAKE COUNTY ..............MI ............11,333 ..............9.5

LINN COUNTY ............MO............13,754 ..............9.5

LOWNDES COUNTY ....MS............61,586 ..............9.5

NEW BRUNSWICK CITY ..NJ ..........48,573 ..............9.5
ZANESVILLE CITY ........OH ..........25,586 ..............9.5

HOOD RIVER COUNTYOR............20,411 ..............9.5

NEW CASTLE CITY ........PA............26,311 ..............9.5

DILLON COUNTY..........SC ..........30,722 ..............9.5

DANVILLE COUNTY......VA ............48,411 ..............9.5

GRAYS HARBOR CO. ..WA ............67,194 ..............9.5

PERRY COUNTY..............IL ..........23,094 ..............9.4

NEW BEDFORD CITY ..MA............93,768 ..............9.4

KANABEC COUNTY ....MN............14,996 ..............9.4

MARSHALL COUNTY ..MN ............10,155 ..............9.4

PERRY COUNTY ..........MS ............12,138 ..............9.4

CATAWBA COUNTY ....NC..........141,685 ..............9.4

SHANNON COUNTY ....SD............12,466 ..............9.4

SMYTH COUNTY..........VA............33,081 ..............9.4

CLARKE COUNTY..........AL ............27,867 ..............9.3

MARION COUNTY........AL ............31,214 ..............9.3

CALUMET CITY ..............IL............39,071 ..............9.3

LETCHER COUNTY........KY............25,277 ..............9.3

CLARE COUNTY............MI............31,252 ..............9.3

JACKSON CITY..............MI............36,316 ..............9.3

BRONX COUNTY..........NY .... 1,332,650 ..............9.3

KLAMATH COUNTY ....OR ..........63,775 ..............9.3

ANDERSON CITY ..........SC ..........25,236 ..............9.3

GIBSON COUNTY ........TN ............48,152 ..............9.3

HARDEMAN COUNTY ..TN............28,105 ..............9.3

SAN JUAN COUNTY ....UT ............14,413 ..............9.3

MIDVALE CITY ..............UT ............27,029 ..............9.3

GRAYSON COUNTY......VA ............17,917 ..............9.3

DEL NORTE COUNTY ..CA ............27,507 ..............9.2

INGLEWOOD CITY ......CA..........112,482 ..............9.2

WILKES COUNTY ........GA............10,687 ..............9.2

FULTON COUNTY ..........IL ..........38,250 ..............9.2

MUSKEGON COUNTY ..MI..........170,200 ..............9.2

Local Unemployment Crisis 
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SANILAC COUNTY........MI ..........44,547 ..............9.2

MADISON COUNTY ..MO............11,800 ..............9.2

GREENE COUNTY ........MS............13,299 ..............9.2

HOKE COUNTY............NC ..........33,646 ..............9.2

PERSON COUNTY ........NC ..........35,623 ..............9.2

BAKER COUNTY ..........OR ............16,741 ..............9.2

ABBEVILLE COUNTY......SC ............26,167 ..............9.2

ROCK HILL CITY............SC ..........50,209 ..............9.2

DECATUR COUNTY ......TN ............11,731 ..............9.2

OGDEN CITY ................UT............77,226 ..............9.2

GRANT COUNTY ........WV............11,299 ..............9.2

MATANUSKA-
SUSITNA BOROUGH ..AK ..........59,322 ..............9.1

BRADLEY COUNTY ......AR............12,600 ..............9.1

SURPRISE CITY ..............AZ ..........30,886 ..............9.1

FAYETTE COUNTY ........IN ..........25,588 ..............9.1

LA SALLE PARISH ..........LA............14,282 ..............9.1

HURON COUNTY ........MI............36,079 ..............9.1

WRIGHT COUNTY ......MO ............17,955 ..............9.1

ALLEGHANY CO. ..........NC............10,677 ..............9.1

PLAINFIELD CITY ..........NJ ............47,829 ..............9.1

TAOS COUNTY............NM............29,979 ..............9.1

NEWBURGH CITY ........NY ..........28,233 ..............9.1

WAYNE COUNTY..........TN............16,842 ..............9.1

DALLAS CITY ................TX...... 1,188,204 ..............9.1

CLARK COUNTY..........WA ........345,238 ..............9.1

PEND OREILLE CO.......WA............11,732 ..............9.1

TALLADEGA COUNTY ..AL............80,321 ..............9.0

PLUMAS COUNTY........CA............20,824 ..............9.0

HARDEE COUNTY..........FL ..........26,938 ..............9.0

MIAMI BEACH CITY ......FL............88,061 ..............9.0

STARKE COUNTY ..........IN ..........23,556 ..............9.0

MARION CITY................IN ............31,125 ..............9.0

BAY CITY ......................MI............36,817 ..............9.0

ALCORN COUNTY ......MS ..........34,558 ..............9.0

WILKES COUNTY ........NC ..........65,632 ..............9.0

GASTONIA CITY ..........NC ..........66,298 ..............9.0

KANNAPOLIS CITY ......NC ..........36,699 ..............9.0

SPRINGFIELD CITY ......OH ..........65,358 ..............9.0

PORTLAND CITY ..........OR ........529,025 ..............9.0

MIFFLIN COUNTY ........PA ..........46,486 ..............9.0

JOHNSON COUNTY ....TN ............17,499 ..............9.0

ASHLAND COUNTY......WI............16,866 ..............9.0

BARBOUR COUNTY ....WV............15,557 ..............9.0

Local Unemployment Crisis 

Note: Annual unemployment numbers are available from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

County and city population figures are estimated to July 1, 2001 using the 2000 Census.
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